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The editors and publishers can be congratulated 
on the small interval between the meeting and this 
excellent account of the work presented at it. No bio- 
chemical or medical library will wish to be without 
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The stated aim of the authors is to break through 
the traditional organ-byorgan approach to endocri- 
nology by concentrating on the fundamental concepts 
and illustrating them with selected examples taken 
from vertebrate and invertebrate systems. ‘Ibis is 
undoubtedly avery worthwhile goal, but to what 
extent does this book achieve it? 
The first 4 chapters (in this 8 chapter book) con- 
centrate on the general principles fundamental to the 
structure and function of endocrine producing cells, 
the modes of actions of hormones, the experimental 
assessment of endocrine function and the evolution 
of endocrine systems. These chapters are clearly 
presented and do indeed provide a reasonably good 
introduction to the subject of endocrinology. The 
last 4 chapters examine the involvement of hormones 
in specific systems, namely: metabolism, the skin and 
skeleton,‘reproduction a d morphogenesis, and ionic 
and dsmotic regulation. In these chapters, it is sur- 
prising that the authors eem to fall into the very trap 
that they were trying to avoid: i.e., presenting a sys- 
tem-by-system approach and assuming that the 
reader will recognise the significance of common 
features. Thus each chapter starts with an extremely 
brief introduction and then launches into separate 
accounts of the endocrine controls operating in vari- 
ous systems in vertebrates and invertebrates. None of 
the chapters end with a concluding or summarising 
this book, which should be read by all who wish to 
keep up with work on lipid metabolism and the con- 
sequences of its malfunction. 
G. A. D. Haslewood 
discussion. It is unfortunate that such an arrangement 
of the text detracts omewhat from the book’s poten- 
tial use and attraction. 
Perhaps the most unsatisfactory and ultimately 
annoying aspect of this book was the content quality 
and arrangement of the figures. These fall far short 
of expectation. A text of this sort requires clear and 
concise figures to ihustrate and clarify the points 
under discussion. Unfortunately, all too often far too 
much information (some of which was never eferred 
to in the text) was presented for the space available, 
and such overcrowding of information resulted in the 
most salient features being camouflaged in a wealth 
of less important detail. Inexperienced students are 
unlikely to find such diagrams either helpful or 
stimulating. 
The undoubted attraction of this book lies in its 
compilation and presentation of information on 
vertebrate and invertebrate systems and as such it 
may prove a useful text for some comparative courses. 
Before recommending it to students, however, some 
care should be exercised in determining to what 
extent the discussion of the particular endocrine 
systems in the last 4 chapters of the book meets the 
needs of the specific course under consideration. 
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